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"DISCOURSE BY ELDER ORSON F. WHITNEY. 


by Elder. Orson 5. Whitney in 
the Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Sunday, May 8, 18992. 

I realize, my brethren and sisters, the responsibility of the position that 
one occupies who is called to be a teacher, even temporarily, to the Latter- 
day Saints, and I feel the need of depending upon God this afternoon for 
what I shal] say. I pray for His Holy Spirit, that it may inspire the 
words which shall be spoken; that nothing may be said that t not to 
be said, and that nothing may be left unsaid that should spoken. 

It is a great mission that rests upon men to be made teachers in the 
midst of their fellow men. I am now thinking of three great teachers 
whom God sent forth to teach His truths to mankind—traths that per- 
haps have become so: familiar to us that they seem like an oft-told tale, 
but which were strange and startling to the generation to which they 
were first delivered. These three teachers I regard as probably the great- 
est that ever came forth from God. They are Moses, Jesus Christ, and 
Joseph Smith. An investigation of the: truths: they: tangets will ‘fully 
warrant the declaration that I make concerning them. 

Obvistians. ab :to:the pre-eminence of the 
Great Teacher the greatest of all—even Jesus Christ, our Lord. It is 
conceded by all who believe in Him that He spake as never man spake. 
And many there be who accord to the Prophet Moses greatness and emin- 
ence as a teacher. It is recognized that the Ten Commandments which 
God gave through him are the basis of modern jurisprudence. . But when 
id comes to Joseph Smith, the Prophet, of the last dispensation, a smile of 
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incredulity, perhaps of scorn, wreaths many a face at the bare suggestion 
that he was a teacher, and a great teacher, come from God. 

But let us judge the tree by its fruits. Men do not gather grapes of 
thorns, or figs of thistles. Jesus Christ laid this down as a principle by 
which al] men might be tested: “By their fruits ye shall know them;” 
not by idle ramors; not by the slanders ot their enemies; but by what the 
men themselves teach, by the truths, or errors, they: bring forth, by the 
works they make manifest; for, said He, “A good tree cannot brin forth 
evil fruit, neither enn - corrupt tree bring forth good fruit Where 
fore by their fruits shall ye know them.” We who are the disciples ‘of 
Joseph Smith, or rather, the disciples of the Son of God through the 
teachings of Joseph Smith, are perfectly willing that his life and character, 
his teachings and his works should be submitted to this divine test: Judge 
Joseph Smith by the doctrines he enunciated, by the nobility of his char- 
acter, by the sincerity of his life, by the earnestness and honesty of his. 
heart, made manifest in his willingness. to die for the sake of his: convio- 
tions. Do not judge him by idle tales and rumors. Look at the man 
himself; take his teachings and his works; and judge him and them * 
the light that lighteth every soul that God bes sent into the world. 

First, however, let us speak of Moses. In-what consisted the —— 
of his teachings? A glance at the condition of the world in his time is 

ient to sho this. He it was who brought to man the knowledge of 
true and living God. Men had been worshipping various deities in 
the nations round about. Away off in India they worshipped the god 
Brahma, and saw in all the forces of nature and all the passions. of men, 
good and evil, so many separate and distinct’ manifestations of the one 
god, Brahma. God was in everything, and these manifestations of 
natural power were manifestations of — 
“immanency of God, who 
Glos in the stars and blossoms in che trees 
Lives through all life, extends through pre: 
| Spreads undivided, operates ‘unspent.” 

this God that men could tot Could 
preciate such a divinity and worship him in a satisfactory manner God 
the yearning soul of man, longing to draw near to its maker, feel that such: 
a divinity as this was its Father in heaven! Down: in Egypt they were 
Those to the Egyptians were gods, or shrines which the gods inhabited, 
who had come down to the earth to watch mankind: Such wus the rever - 
ence paid by these ancient. people to these deities that when one of the 
animals died it was regarded as a national calamity and the goat or the 
ox was buried with costly and magnificent ceremonies. It is supposed 
that ons ot the secrets of the hatred of the Egyptians for the Israchites: 
was: because the: latter were shepherds and at times slew: the fatlings ot 


their flooks. Im:Phoenicia, round about the land of Canaan,.towarde 
which : Moses was about to lead the Children: of Israel, who bad jusb 
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the moon as Achtoreth ; they also worshipped the stars, the seasons and 
the forces of nature Everything in sight was a god for polytheism 
prevailed there —and they worshipped these divinities with all manner ot 
lioentiousness Tou remember, the worship of Baal and Ashtoreth was 
the great seductive influence that prevailed at times against W 


of Israel and led them away from the worship of Jehovah:  - hia 


Such were the ideas prevailing in these three centres of bete eee 


and philosophy when Moses che man of God, came forth. He proclaimed: 


against these practices, this idolatry, He said in effect: “You must no 
worship the sun, or the moon, or any object: in nature. These are the 
creations of God, they are not the Creator. Tou must worship God in 
heaven, thé invisible Jehovah, the Eternal Father; the ‘Maker of bea vem 
and of: earth; who'created::man’in His likeness, in His image, male and 
female Lift your thoughts above the visible things of life.’ Walk not by 


sight, but walk by faith, and believe in God and trust in Him; although: 


you do not see Him.“ This was the ‘substance of the teaching of Moses 
regarding the personality of God. He taught them that the being they 
were to worship’ had ereated man in His own image. That was not the 
sun, nor the moon, nor the trees, nor the flowers. It meant that God was 
in the form of man; for if he had 
Himself must be in the image of man. 

This was the great service that — eee eee 10 is: an 
old song; an oft-told tale to us who have inherited this knowledge even by 
tradition from the earliest times, and have had it restored to us in these 
latter times We cannot half appreciate, excepb by a great eſſort ot im- 
agination, the value of the service rendered by Moses, ee 
when he'taught men whom they were to worship: = 

Jesus Christ taught the same truth. 
Father to His disciples, and Philip said to Him, Lord, show us the 
Father, and it safficeth us“ The Savior answered, Have I been so long 
time with ‘you; and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath: 
seen me hath ssen the Father.” Christ was in the form of a man. Puul 
tells us that He was the express likeness of His Fathers person,. Here 
was a re-enunciation of the same principle taught by Moses, but which had 
become dim in the minds of men, as truth will ever become dim through. 
the lapse of ages, if we do not take a course to keep the testimony thereof 
alive in our hearts, if we do not live near to God, practicing the principles — 
He has revealed, and if we do not have among us inspired men to teach 
us and. remind us continually'of thetruth, — 

Any fire will die out if it is not supplied with fash, Any lamp will be 
extinguished if it is not replenished with oil. The testimony of the truth, 
however miraculously it may have been kindled in the human heart, how- 
ever brightly it may burn for a time will grow dim, will gradually die, 
and the living embers will become dead ashes, if the works that God has 

joined upon us be neglected, if we do not meet together often; as He 
has commanded, and hear His word taught, if we do not submit ourselves © 
to the discipline that He has instituted for the purpose of renewing’ and 
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of God to guide us, to remind us, to admonish us, and to teach us anew. 
the everlasting truth. These things come about very naturally, very 
gradually, but surely and inevitably, if we do not take the course that 
God has marked out. And so it was that, although Moses had taught the 
knowledge of the true God to the children of Israel, they were continually 
turning their becks upon Jehovah, forgetting the invisible Deity and 
worshipping Baal and Ashtoreth—things that they could see. You re- 
member how prone they were to idolatry, even in the days of Moses 
tainted with it no doubt from their long sojourn in Egypt; so that while 
Moses was up in the Mount, receiving the knowledge of the true “ne 
conversing with Him face to face, in order that he might testify that he 
had both seen and heard the God that Israel was to worship, the . 
persuaded Aaron to make them a golden calf—one of the Egyptian gods. 
It is the tendency of the natural man to demand signs and outward 
manifestations; the Israelites wanted a god that they could see; and hence 
they erected the golden calf, and bowed down before it. They were 
seduced again and again, because they neglected to do the things that God 
required of them, and their minds were darkened in consequence. The 
knowledge that Moses had kindled in their hearts became dim, and gradu- 
ally died away. They forgot that their God was in heaven, and they wor- 
shipped the sun and the moon, like the heathen nations around them. 
Hence it was necessary for the Lord to send prophets again and again, to 
rekindle the old fire, to revive in the hearts of His chosen people the 
original knowledge that they received from Moses, reminding them that 
they must not walk by sight, but must have faith in the invisible God 
and believe the testimonies of those who had been worthy to see and on- 
verse with him. The masses of the people were not worthy to see God. 
Moses tried to make His people worthy, but they would not submit them- 
selves to the necessary discipline; so the Melchisedek Priesthood and the | 
fullness of the Gospel were taken into the heavens when Moses departed, 
and Israel was left with the law of Moses, with the law of carnal com- 
mandments, with the Aaronic Priesthood to vical over — * the 
Io BE 


UTAH 


(From the Wasatch Weve. ), 
Oats are in great demand ee the state and consequently 5 prices 8 
are going up. é 
‘The game warden of Salt Lake County is making it warm for violators : 
of the game law. 
A Salt Lake City nursery this season shipped one lot of 16,000 fruit es 
to Bloomington, Illinois. 
Huntington hasbeen finished and 
is now occupied by the school. 
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An addition is to be made to the Re ele anaes 

“Troops here been sent from Fort Duchesne to ly and Brown Parks, in 
Colorado, to compel the Ute Indians to return to their reservation. 


Work on the Utah and Pacific rail-road is progressing at a satisfactory 
rate, and will be pushed forward as fast as men and money can do it. 
The heavy snow storms and high winds of Sunday, in the northern part 
wie: state, had the effect of rendering a good many of the telephones 
ess. 

During the past week twenty-six marriage licenses were issued by the 
county clerk of Salt Lake County, who declares that this was rather a 
licht week for Cupid. 

Private George H. Lacey has returned to his home in Manti from Manils, 
where he went with the Utah battery. He has been on the sick list since 
last July and was honorably discharged on this account, nn 
content to remain in Utah henceforth. i 
lucerne seed alone. Seven years ago all he possessed was forty acres of 
barren, arid land. This he seeded with lucerne, and he has added to his 
holdings from time to time, until two weeks ago he refused $17,000 for his 
possessions. 

A large tract of land ey sbeebs tothe Uncompahgre reservation 
and thrown open for settlement adjoining Ashley valley, is to be reclaimed 
by water from the Uintah river, which will be tapped by cutting a canal 
about ten miles long, as soon as permission can be obtained from congress 
to divert a portion of the waters of Uintah river. 1 

One hundred and ‘sixty-seven missionaries have been called to labor in 
the Various stakes of Zion during the next three months in the interest of 
the Mutual Improvement Associations. 
The church, at the commencement. of the new year, will resume e charge 
of the publication of the Deseret News, which for some years has been in 
the hands of the Deseret News Publishing Co. It is understood that 
Elder Charles W. Penrose will be, the oniat editor, and H. G. Whitney, she 
new business manager. 

Though chosen one of sha 
Clawson was ‘retained at the late stake conference held in Brigham, City 
as the President of the Box Elder stake of Zion. This is no new departure 
as several of the Apostles have at different times temporarily presided 
over stakes, as, for instance, President Joseph F. Smith over Davis stake, 


The Deseret Sunday School Union has adopted a button and badge. 
The button has a white ground with design in blue. The centre of the 
- button shows a beehive supported on the four standard works of the 
church—the Bible, Book of Mormon, Book of Doctrine and Covenants and 
Pearl of Great Prioe. Above the beehive is the legend ©“ Holiness to:the 

Lord,” and beneath 
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The Stake Conference of the Mutual Improvement Association con véned 
in the Salt Lake tabernacle, Sunday morning, November 20. The morning 
session, being an officers meeting, was: devoted exclusively to the hearing 
of reports.. At the afternoon session the names of the officers of the.aeso- 
ciation were presented and unanimously sustained. The speakers at the 
afternoon session were Elder George M. Cannon, Eider T. A. Clawson, 
Elder Beckstead, Elder George H. Wallace, Elder Albert White, Elder 
Moses W. Taylor, Elder Heber C. big, Professor Willard Done aod vee 
dent George Q. Cannon. 

The efforts of the committees of the approaching Spndey shook conven- 
tion are bearing fruit in an assured large attendance, so Jarge, indeed, that 
some believe its sessions will have to be held in the large Tabernacle.in- 
stead of the Assembly Hall. The program of topics, speakers and songs 
are already published. Elder George D. Pyper will have charge of the 
singing; Prof. J. J. McClellan will preside at the organ, and Captain John 
‘Held will be cornetist. Among the soloists will be Miss Mabel Cooper, 
Mrs. Nellie Druce-Pugsley, George D. Pyper, Heber S. Goddard, and last 
but not least, the veteran George Goddard, who will Give “Hold the Fort” 
and 
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MODERN HEROISM. 


- 


Ta. Rev. J. F. 
subject of Modern Heroism.” He. introduced his subject by. referring to 
the imprisonment of Paul and Silas at Philippi. In the course.of: bis re- 
marks he contrasted the courage of Christians to-day with the courage oft 
Christians 1,800 years ago, and wondered why the human race had degener- 
ated in this respect. He informed his audience that there would never be 
a repetition of such persecutions as the ancients were subject to—t the 

tions of the future would not be of the body but of the mind. He 
thought that social influence was a great barrier to christian progress and 
showed the necessity of being faithful to religious convictions, even though 
this faithfulness should cause us to side with a minority. His closing re- 
marks were chiefly on the importance of truth and its necessity in all our 
undertakings. As an illustration of this necessity he referred to the build- 
ing ot a brick wall and said that such a wall could not be built without 
the aid of some truth. Were it built in opposition to the ‘truths which 
engineering science had revealed the wall would ‘topple over. He ‘hoped 
young people in these days of sectarianism and nen een 
be hervic by being very carefal what they believed. 

On’ the whole the synopsis of Mr. eee en bot 
win db not doubt that more light could be thrown upon the subject in ques- 
tion. If we will turn to the pages of sacred history and study the career 
‘of Paul as it is there described, we shall discover the reasons why: that 
great Apoatle and his associates always possessed so much courage. They 


Be that the principles they ad vocated were of divine origin and that 
they had been duly commissioned to proclaim 8 
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people with exceptional boldness and fearlessness and were at all times 
prepared for the greatest of persecutiona. But the laws and ordinances 
aught and administered by Paul have been so transformed that the 
“go called” religions of to-day are but dead forms of the religion of the 
primitive church. Men have become so divided and so uncertain on re- 
ligious matters that it is quite an impossibility for them to be in possession 
of that gospel love and that godly-courage which have made the lives of 
the early saints so notable. 

“History repeats itself is a common: .glivkds land implies. that, given 
the same circumstances in any country or age, the same results are 
likely to ensue. The Latter-day Saints testify: to all ‘mankind’ that the 
doctrine they arb teaching is that same unpopular dootrine for which Paul 
and Silas were imprisoned. Is it at all probable that such a bold: atate- 
ment would cause a repetition of such persecations as the early christians 
endured ?. Let us appeal to the history of the Latter-day Saints and there 
-we will find the answer. No sooner was their testimony of the Gospel 
made known to the world, than persecution raged’ as ‘fiercely’ as ever it 
did in the days of the Savior and His ‘Apostles. Their ‘leader himself 
the Prophet Joseph Smith—tilled a martyr’s grave, and not only he, but 
many of his followers. Persecution still continues; though: not of such a 
blood-thirsty nature as formerly. Of what eharaoter were the persecutions 
‘which the Saints endured in the beginning ofthis dispensation? Were 
they of the body or of the mind? Wherever we find the Gospel as intro- 
oution. 

-Diattdeidiaglliadeine to some extent, but those who are in ‘possession of the 

Spirit of the Gospel of Christ will not hesitate: to sacrifice wealth, posi- 
tion and fame for truth. The dictates of our conscience demand that we 
should be loyal to our convictions no matter how, where, or what ve may 
worship. Though we may belong to the minority, as in the case of the 
Latterday Saints, still let us be firm in our convictions, for remember the 
straight gate is narrow and few walk therein. Any man who! for con- 

A certain amount and a:certain:kind of truth is necessary in every de- 
„ life. The truths of the science of theology are justasinvale- — 
able to the student of theology as the truths of engineering science are to 
the engineering student. Without the former truths the student cannot 
understand the doctrine of the Savior, and, therefore, is ‘entirely ino - 
petent as a minister of the Gospel. Without the latter: truths :success 
would be impossible in the most common branch of engineering. We'can 
thus te that a ereed which is contrary to the trutha of divine theo 
will fall to the ground just as surely as a brick wall:would:were it built 
contrary to the truths of engineering scienoe. If: we discover then that-a 
doetrime is not in : perfect harmony with the! laws of 
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ADDRESS OF GREETING. 


̃ ˙* 
chosen by the Presidency of the Church and set apart to succeed ‘Elder 
Rulon S. Wells and counsellors in the Presidency of the European Mission; 
and while we accept this trust and the labor thus assigned. us, we do so 
in deep humility, with a lively sense of the responsibilities which this 
appointment entails and the imperative necessity there is that we should 
have the support of our Heavenly Father and the unfailing ner * 
‘Spirit to direct us in our labors in order that we may au 0 
In assuming the direction and oversight of the missionary * of the 
-Latter-day Sainte in these lands, we cannot but feel gratified with the 
prosperous condition in which the mission was bequeathed to us by our 
predecessors, and we are thankful for the.degree of system as well as 
: , zeal, earnestness and humility, which characterizes the labors of 
the Elders so far as we have had opportunity to become acquainted with 
them; and while we are not personally acquainted with all of you, we ask 
that von will e look upon us as strangers; but that you will give us the 
same loving assistance, confidence and fellowship that you have so gener - 
our brethren who have in this 
ministry. 
‘MoMurria, is for a time unavoidably by other 
but we hope to give him a welcome shortly. 

In the interval, ‘ten 
familiarize: ourselves: with the brethren of 
condition of the mission and the Saints in general. 

The work} tojwhich the Elders have been 00 3 
tho Gospel of repentance unto their labor of 

In order to attain success and/ébtain the this 
Jabot it is necessary to exemplify in our lives, as far as possible, the 
practical operation of the principles we are sent to teach. Therefore, let 
us be thoroughly imbued with the spirit and genius of our calling, and be 
strict observers of all the rules and counsels which God has given for the 
regulation of the lives of His saints; that men seeing our works may be 
led—if not “to glorify God —at mn 
we are the feeble exponents. 7 
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Gospel, and valiant in defence of its principles. Take advantage off 

every suitable opportunity of introducing the same, remembering always 

the admonition of our Savior, “Be ye therefore wise as serpents and harm- 

less as doves; and rest assured you have our hearty indorsement and aid 

and-with the:Liord to direct us 
— may be thus blessed is the sincere desire and earnest prayer of 

D. mux, 

‘Heer W. 


VERSUS BARBARISM. 
covering a seething volcano of barbarism, which needs only a slight dis- 
turbance to cause it to break forth in its fury. It is to be hoped that this 
is an exagerated statement, but the acknowledgment must be made that 
there is much truth underlying it. The civilization displayed in the 
polished manners and culture of the higher classes is not unmixed with 
relics of barbarism, as witnessed in the indifference manifest. on so 
hand to the sufferings of the poorer classes through poverty and misfortune. 
. Science and art are taxed to their utmost to invent and produce for the 
‘benefit of humanity, engines and devices to assist in furnishing the neces- 
saries, comforts and luxuries of life so cheaply that they may be enjoyed 
by the poor as well as the rich; while the same God-given brain power is 
used in inventing diabolical engines for the rapid and wholesale destruc- 
tion of human life, and which will, incidentally, cause sorrow and mourn- 
ing to the survivors. 
, ‘Millions are spent in the cause of popular education, which is one of the 
highest indications of civilization, and the barbarism is displayed when, 
after receiving the benefits thereof, men use the knowledge and power 
thus gained for selfish ende do that ‘extent that ‘they will oppress. their 
fellow men. 
Civilisation builds churches in which the dootrimes of love to 
God and pende on earth and good will to men; but let the alarm of fire 
be sounded and the devotees in their eager desire to save themselves, will 
‘mercilessly trample under their feet the aged, the weak and the helpless. ) 
Noble examples of heroism there are, where men risk and sometimes sacri- 
‘fice their lives for their friends, and even for strangers; but the fact that the 
praises of such are published abroad and sounded on every tongue, is an 
indication that these instances are the notable exceptions and not the rule. 
The spirit of the times leads to the belief that the crust of civilization is 
rapidly solidifying, and that the outburts of barbarism are becoming less 
frequent and less violent. This is forcibly apparent in the humane con- 
duet of the: Spanish-A merican war and the patient avoidance of bloodshed 
the nations to'settle their disputes by 
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baric, arbitrament of brute fore. eye) 
In a social way the tendency for tthe: hebben te 
comfort: provided for the inmates of work- houses, insane asylums; prisons 
‘and other institutions for the care of the unfortunate, as also in the con- 
siderate treatment they receive. The decrease of: corporal: punishment 
in the schools and the acknowledgment: that children: have rights bhat 
teachers sre under some obligation to respect, the laws to protect work - 
men against unfavorable conditions: that may be prevented by employers, 
and la ws for the prevention of cruelty to animals, are all indicative of the 
strengthening of Christian civilization. Besides these, the rapid spread 
of the spirit of religious liberty throughout the nations, and the tendency 
among individuals to treat, with some degree of respect, men of opposite 
religious views, may be mentioned as among the most favorable forecasts — 
of. the better times to come; for it is through these conditions only that 
the Gospel may be preached to every nation, eee eee 
8. Wurts und W. ‘MéMuttin talled for'thetr 
homes in the Mountains of Utah on the Dominion Line 8's. Canada ad 
o'clock p.m., Thursday, December 8. 
‘We wish them plessant journey home ands joyous meshing: with: 
‘families and friends. Their labors in this land have been such as will 
meet with the approval of the leaders in Zion, and we bespeak bor t zem 
bearty welcome home. 


the — fom ba 
been changed from December 29 to December 30, 1898. tel te gott 


RELEASES anp APPoINTMENTS.—Hector. A. McQuarrie. | 
as President of the Irish Conference and appointed to labor ass, Traveling 
Elder among his relatives in the Scottish Conference. ... 

T. Lonsdale Allen has been released as a Traveling ‘Elder in Irish 
Conference and appointed to preside over that Conference. .... 

Walter J.. Knell has been released as a Traveling Elder in. the irish 
Conference. and appointed to labor as Traveling Elder a b gale- 
tives in the London Conference. 

Henry 
Conference, on account of ill health, to return home on December. 1, 1808. 

Elias Geo. Gardner. has, been, 


NOTABLE BALLOON: ASCENT. 
4 REMARKABLE balloon ascent, says dat 
the Crystal. Palace, near London, on September 1, by Professor Berson, of 
Berlin, and Mr. Spencer. The large balloon reached an altitude of. more 
than five miles, the exact height being ‘ 36 
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been Coxwell in 1862, when 
they ascended 37,000 feet. A complete: equipment of! instruments was 
carried, and the observations and scientific results were:most satisfactory. 
Mr. Spencer says the balloon went straight up at the rate of 1,000 feet a 
minute for 10,000 feet, when it struck air currents which turned it toward 
the southeast ; at 18,000 feet it took a southwesterly direction ; at 26,000 
feet there was a decided feeling of dizziness, and: breathing became diffi- - 
cult. The aeronauts then began inhaling compressed oxygen, and the re- 
sult was instantaneous. The men would have been unconscious had they 
delayed using the oxygen a moment longer, but with the aid of this gas 
they were able to attend to the manipulation of the balloon and the in- 
struments: At 27500 feet there were only four bags of ballast left, and 
it was decided it would not be safe to throw any more away. The ther- 
mometer showed 20 degrees below zero and the aeronauts shivered and 
trembled, though they were:very' warmly: dressed: All metallic: articles, 
such as: the steel tube of the compressed oxygen, were coated with ice. 
The sun was so dazzling that they did not dare look at it. The descent 
was made at a terrific: speed in the upper altitudes. When the ballast 
bags were thrown out to steady-the balloon, sand scattered in the air and 
played around the car. When within 10,000 feet of the earth thé balloon 
began to descend steadily, and the aeronauts alighted in safety in a field 
| 

ai in the Whitehall Buildings, Ann Street, Belfast, on 
Bandey, Deo, 11, 1888. Meetings were held at 10:30 a. m., 2:80 and 6:30 p.m. 

There were present: Of the presidency of the European Mission, 
Platte D. Leman and Henry W. Naisbitt; Elders. Jos. MeKnight and 
Ino. S. Smith of, the Soottish Conference; — — 
all the Traveling Elders of the Irish Conference. 

At the morning ‘session the general the Church 
of the Mission were end. 


Presidentiaf the Irish Confer- 
— the following as Traveling Elders: Walter J. Knell, T. Lons- 
‘dake, Allon, Bale: 


“Tho following statistical Mis. 
jeg 7. . Local. PriesthoodElders, 5; Priesta, 8; 


from Li 
— Deacons, 11 members, 100; children under eight years of age, 
303 total number of souls, exclusive of missionaries, 130. . Tracts distribu- 
ted. from door to door, 14,338; in open- air meetings or otherwise, 868. 
Books distributeu- sold, &; loaned, 63; given away,.32. Strangers houses 
visited with first tract only, 4,464; first invitation, 943 rerinvitation, 183; 
* 861. Meetings held,—ball, 101 ;,,cottage; 10; out- 
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door, 84; Priesthood, 5; Sunday school sessions, 20. Baptisms, 12; con- 
— 12; children of members sd. 9; died over eight, ew 
subsetibiers for Han, 14 

_ The speakers at the morning ee were: Elders Walter. J. Knell 
and Jno. S. Smith; in the afternoon, Elder T. L. Allen and Pres. H. W. 
Naisbitt; in the evening, Elder Jos. McKnight, President F. D. — 
and Pres. H. A. MoQuarrie. 

We were blessed with 
ings were well attended, both by Saints and strangers. The conference 
was a success in every sense of the word, and one not to be soon forgotten. 
A Priesthood meeting was held at 6 My Ladys Road, Belfast, on Satur- 
day evening, December 10, at which the Elders reported their labors for 
the past six months, when good counsel and encouragement were given by 
the Presidency. Before leaving they expressed shioutselves well — 


BEAUTIFUL SALT LAKE,» 


Mr. F. H. the Atlanta; Ga, Journal, has this to ny in hia 
paper of his recent visit to Salt Lake City: 
With all the prejudice which every one of the Georgians Wand antes 
the Mormons, all were foroed to admit that they had never visited a more 
beautiful, a more comfortable or a more hospitable city. Though its 
population is only 60,000, it has buildings which would do credit to New 
York, and the Mormon Temple, which was 40 years building is the greatest 
_ religious structure in the United States, having cost $4,000,000; : The 
‘Mormon Tabernacle, adjoining, is unquestionably the greatest‘ auditorium 
in this country, seating 12,000 people, and being unequalled in ‘acoustics. 
This fact was demonstrated to the Georgia party at a special organ recital 
given in their honor. Seated more than 200 feet from the organ, the 
‘faintest whisper of the organist could be heard by the entire’ party, and 
when he dropped a little white pin, on the’ keyboard of the organ the 
sound was as clear as if he had been seated two feet from us. As to the 
music of that organ, I despair to speak. The organist was one of the 
greatest in the country and the organ is the second largest in the United 
States, and probably the best. The oratorios were superb, but when he 
touched the vocal chords and made them sing Narcissus, one could close 
his eyes and imagine that Patti or Neilsen at her best was singing the 
beautiful strains of that grand song. Salt Lake City lies in the most 
fertile valley in this country, a valley which was reached by Brigham 
Young and his followers after a weary and almost despairing pilgrimage 
across the Great Desert. The selection of this site and the development 
of the surrounding territory stamped Brigham Young as one of the great 
pathfinders and developers of America. His name is held in honor even 
by the most intense anti-Mormons in Utah. He will have no successor, 
and one Napoleon. 
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Everybody visited Salt Lake in a spirit of incredulity... We had heard 
that the water would hold up the human body, and this we scarcely be- 
lieved, but when some of us literally sat on the water as comfortably as. 
we would in a rocking chair, we felt remorse for all the doubts we had 
ever entertained. This great lake, one hundred miles long and with an 
average width of forty miles, is more than 22 per cent. salt—about five. 
times as salt as the sea. Hold a drop of it in your hand, and in that fine, 
keen air you have a crystal of salt in a moment. The pleasure of our stay 
in Salt Lake City was greatly heightened by the coyrtesy of Mr. Don 
Palmer, the handsome host in the Kenyon 


‘THE GOSPEL IN ANCIENT BRITAIN. 
: BY ELDER GEORGE REYNOLDS. 


(Continued from page 768.) 
CHAPTER XIV. 


Tux Conbrrion or Tax Barmsy at Tae Than or THE ARRIVAL 
oF THE Saxons—Kine ArtHuR—St. Ada 
Taz Dawn oF CHRISTIANITY Amona Saxons In Britarn— 
Brrrna. 

‘Tam of tha Britain. boded ill for the church. 
They no sooner discovered the beauty. and fertility of the land than they 
aimed to possess it. A fierce war, which continued for about one hundred 
and thirty years, followed. It ended after many. vicissitades: in the final 
defeat of the Britons, who sought refuge in the remote fastnesses of Wales 
and Cornwall. During this era of bloodshed the condition of the British 
church was deplorable. Little is recorded of its history. Here and there 
well known names appear, but history and tradition, truth and fable are 
so intermingled that at this late date it is impossible to separate the one 
from the other. The British chroniclers claim that the conquering in- 
vaders turned their ruthless hands against every person and thing eon 
nected with the service of the Christian church. They “destroyed every. 
church they could reach, and slew the Christians at every altar; the 

bishops and clergy were hunted down like wild beasts, and either perished . 

miserably, or sought refuge in expatriation. 

safety in Armorica,* but the greater part fled to Wales and Cornwall... i 


ͤ 
many of the Christians found « refuge in Armorica, or Brittany, both countries having for 
two centuries before maintained a mutual and international friendship, The first recorded 
emigration of Britons into that province took place under Maximus, who assigned the 
government of Armorica to Conan, a chieftain from the south of Caledonia. The dis- 
trict which they peopled received and yet retains the name of Brittany, and the resem- 
blance of the colony to its parént-land, long continued to distinguish it from the neigh- 
boring provinces: In the middle of the fifth century, owing to the inoursjons of: the. 
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The most noted British hero of the hour: ws 
prince of the Silures, and the elective king of the nation. The ancient 
historians have woven around his life such a net work of romance that 
what is assuredly true of him is disbelieved by many. He reformed the 
celebration of divine worship,” says Ussher, “which had been nearly des- 
troyed in the cities, villages and towns; he restored the charchés which | 
had been destroyed by the pagan Saxons, or were going to decay; and 
he took care to have proper pastors and bishops appointed to watch over 
the churches, and devote themselves to the study of religion.“ For it 30 
happened that during Arthur's changeful reign that the churoh not only 
suffered from the assaults of the Saxons, but was rent asunder by internal 
discord. Pelagianism and Catholicism fought for supremacy: For-a time 
the former triumphed, but finally, as before, succumbed: One of the 
leading prelates of this age who had much to do with the overthrow of 
Pelagianism was Dewi,t Archbishop of the whole of Wales, and known to 
us as St. David, the patron Saint of the principality. Geraldus Cam- 
bresses, a friendly critic, after the manner of his times, sums up St. David's 
virtues in the following quaint language: 

„He was to all a mirror and a pattern of life: he taught both by pre- 
cept and example: was an excellent preacher in words, but more excellent 


in works. He was a doctrine to those who heard: him, a model to the re- 


ligious, life to the needy, defensé to orphans, support to widows, « father 
to the fatherless, a rule to monks, a directory to men of ng world; — 
made all things to all men that he might win all to God. 
To suppress Pelagianism, Dubricius, bishop of Caerleon, in the year 010 

convened a council of the clergy at Llandd wi Brevi (Ca e) 

which also the lay princes and people assembled: The effort was ineffse- 
taal until David was sent for. The effectsof his arguments and discourses’ 
were very marked and the Pelagians were discomforted. A few years: 
later he convoked another synod of all the clergy in Wales, at which’ the 
acts and decrees of the Synod at Brevi were confirmed. Later, Oudoceus; 
bishop (or archbishop) of Llandaff called three councils.’ At the first’ he 
excommunicated Mouricus, king of Glamorganshire, for the murder of 
Cynitus. After two years he repented of his crime, and came to the 


trymen in Armorica. ‘The third several inter vi 
the capital, and still maintains the metropolitan dignity. | pL Kt 

* Arthur.—The accounts of Arthur are so — AER OG 
told with certainty. about him. Some assert that he conquered the whole off Western 
Europe and reigned supreme ruler from Norway to Barbary. Others claim that he was 
simply a British chieftain who defended with varying success. the narrow limite of his: 
principality... There is great uncertainty as to his death. Some accounts state he was 
killed at the battle of; Mount Badon; A. D. BOD, nthora eee. 
wall, A. D. 542 He war buried at Glastonbury. Lite 

St. David. Was bishop of Menevia, called Oui Divide; 
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Previous to. which, however, he was compelled to undergo a course of 
ponitential disciplitie, by fasting, prayer, and alm deeds: A ‘second synod’ 

was convened to give sentence on King Morcant, who had assassinated: 
his uncle,’ and he was likewise compelled to make ‘satisfaction to the 
church. At the third synod Guidnert was solemnly excommunicated for 
the murder of his brother; At the end of three years this prince not 
having fully complied with the prescribed oourse of discipline; the bishop: 
refused to remove the censure: St. Oudoceus dying soon after; Guidnert 
received ‘absolution from Berthguin, his successor in the see of a 
having made satisfaction ‘with prayers, fasting and alm“. 

The depraved ‘condition of society made public by the action of these” 
councils does much to confirm the statements of Gildas.* its 

We now come to the dawn of ‘among’ the Angle Saxon 
rulers of Great Britain. It is probable that there were Christians among 
the people as early-as A. D. 588, possibly earlier. At this period Kent 
was governed by Ethelbert, a monarch of great power and ability, who 
had compelled the other sovereigns of the island, whether Britons or 
Anglo-Saxons to acknowledge him as their superior. Alford, the Romish 
church writer, confesses it to be very probable that Irmiric, the father of 
Ethelbert, permitted the Christian religion to be professed in his king - 
dom Ethelbert, we find, married a princess named Bertha, the daughter 

of Charibers: king ot Paris. This lady was a Christian; and by permis- 
sion ‘of her husband she caused a deserted church built by the Romans in 
the neighborhood of Canterbury (St. Martin's) to be repaired and fitted 
up for divine service. She was accompanied by the bishop of Senlis, of 
the name of Luidhard, who preached in the church of St, Martin, for 
thirty years previous to the arrival of Augustine, and whose saintly de- 

portment reflected a lustre on the faith which he professed. It would 
appear from the humanity and kindness with which St. Augustine was 
received immediately on bis arrival that Bishop: Luidhard-was his pre- 
cursor, and opened a way for his success; and that the piety and prayers 
of ‘Queen Bertha herself are not likely to have been without their effect 
in causing Ethelbert to lend an a attentive. ear to bear erer ae Bt. 
Augustine“ 

Another writer, f speaking of these events san: 

“Besides Luidhard, several French chaplains attended on her, [Berths] 
and an old temple, situated a little without the walls of Canterbury, had 
been assigned to her use for the performance of Christian worship. Many 
persons about the court of Ethelbert, who soon after succeeded to the 
crown, were disposed in favor of the new faith by the exemplary conduct 
of 1 Berths and Luidbard. Some w were made at once eee, others were 


floor his bed, and had a stone for his bolster. Like the Baptist, too, he vehemently ex- 
claimed’ against the prevailing vices of his fellow-countrymen, and earnestly exhorted: 


. — 
7 
‘ 
— 
2 
oh 
ba 
* 
“= 
at 
ony 
. 
“di 
<a 
* 
7 
2 
= 
x4 
& 
22 
4 
€ 
‘tan 
— 
2 
4 7 
3 < 
af 

—— 
* 


